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Third preſent moſt unjuſt Impriſon- 


ment of 


ANTHONY MELLIDGE, 
Somtime called a Captain ; 
NOW : 
©, ſcorn called 4 


QUAKER . 


Herein is alſo declared how he was convinced of evil , with 
the Light of Chriſt in his conſcience 3 and how he came to - 
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be obedient unto it, and by it departing from evil is now 

become a prey, and deprived of that outward 2 which 

he he fo long fonghe for alſo how he came to be Impriſoned , in viſiting his 

the fleſha Widow, nd the Fatherleſs, whoalſo inhabis in the 

ſame County of Dorſer, and how Humphry Smith, who was with him was 
alſo ſent to — with him 
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Hearken diligently all you whoſe ears have been open to miſchief, and 
are ſtill petiecuting the children of God , and ſuling of them to priſon, 
though they have uot broken any Law of God or man, but live ia the fear 
ofthe Lord, and are obedicut unto rhe Law of God wNttes ia ti het, 
according to the promiſeof God, who in edienceso the Gommands.of 
Chrut dare not ſu cur at all, but arc out of chis ſwtarmg, and deny all 
Swcarers and Ferſteutors of thoſe who n obethenceto Chrifts Commands 
eaonor ſwear. 

And all yon who do thus perſecure, your faith is vain, and you are yet 
in your figs aud are out of the Faith of Chriſt , which Faith purines the 
heart even as he is pure ʒ and chis is the Faich which all the ſervants of the 
Lord contend for , which is the Faith that reſpe&s I yet 
are ſubje& to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake ; for if he thut 
is called a Magiſtrate makes an Order to go to priſon, they are ſubjeR to ir, 
though they have not tranſgreſſed. as to this I can witneſs ; for now it is ſo 
wich meas Truch will make it appca”. 

My natural birth was in Parbick , in che Town of Corfe, in the County 
of Dorſet. here by my Parents I was brought up until I was about the age 
of fifreen years, in which time I was brought up by the Education of them. 
as the people of the world bring up their children ; but I was kept by ſome- 
thing in me from many groſſe cvils which others lived in, et 1 was with- 
our rhe fear of che Lord, for iniquity did abound in me dll chat ame. 

Atrerwards Llived ſo netime with a Naſter of a Ship, Who to teac 
me the Art of Ngvigatiom ; but beſore I had been within Eve pears | was 
pteſſed into the ſervice of King and Parliament; ſo then I ſerved in the 
Rainbow until ſhe was paid off. Afterwards ſome of my Friends would 
have per ed me to the honour of the world but then there was ſomthing 

m me which ſhewed me char honour would puffe me aggſo I was in a mc» 
ſure obedient, and at that tim iuſed f 

About three years afrer I had freedom to go into the Parliaments ſervice, 
in a Ship e the Triverpb again} Prince Rubert, a Which Voyage I had 
that in me which hem me iro caring ay thing cimr I did know was 
ſtoln, whilſt we had arher to eat but yet I did not know then 
that it was the Light of jeſus Chriſt ; for I was then in my aerucal condi- 
tion, and did nor perceive this thing in me to be o? God; ſo I remained a 
tr to the Covenant of promiſe , and without God in the world. In 
this Voyage I was a Quarter-maſters Mate, > ante wh arner ep 22 
in me, yet I ſtood in my own will, not refiſting it in the leaſt, and ſo 
ceir ruled in me all rhac time. 


„ 


; lottets. 

. to _ prliou in me: 

Dur yer all this w that thiswes the Light d Jeſus Chriſt, 

lighterh every man that eometh into the world 4 neither was 1 ohe- 

dient unto his Commands ro learn of him iu all things; but I lcarncd of 
the wiſdom ot the world which brought death to me. 

When the Wars began between England and Holland, I was in a Ship 
called the Andrew , then under the Command of Major Boorene, who 
then loved me, and would have preferred me in the ſervice, cnher roa Gun» 
ner or-Boarſwaines place, bur I denyed it;for there was that in me that told 
me, cither af theſe two places would be a ſnare dnto me z yer for all this 
did not then know that this which did diſcover it unto me was the grace 
of God, that hath appeared unto all men, which teacheth us all things. 

Afterwards I w m two fights, under the Cemmand of Cal tain Nit. 
las Heaton in the Saphire Friget, where I was then beloved by him, and 
he put me in the place of a Maſters Mate, for the ſpace of above two years, 
and I was in three or four fights againſt the French; but many times I had 
many com ictions in my conſcience , thut I did not walk uprightly with the 
Lord; and many times the afflict — God was upon me, which 
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brought ſickneſs; yer al this while not conſider that it was for my dif- 
obedience, neither was I from the people of the world, though I 
was free from many grodle ſins that the world rakes notice of; yet I lived 


in the vaniry of my mind, as all the world doat this day, and many times 
when I have bern in fooliſh jeſting , I have felt that in me which ſtrook me 
filent; and yet at that time I did not know that this was the Light of 
Chriſt which condemns the world of fin ; but now I ſee that people periſh 
for want of knowledge, 

About the time the Wars began between England and Spain , the Cap- 
rain of the Sapbire being fick, I was then ordered by Commitfioner Hatſel 
to Command the Saphrre — — Heaton; fo I had the 
Command of her about fourten weeks, and wirhin tour dayes aiter I had 
—Ü— — — ne pm — g_ 

e grew up in me to ſee that honour was coming upon me ſo faſt , 
that I was in eſtimation wirh Captains, and in favour with great men of tho 
wearld; yet when 1] was at Sea, many rimes the afſlict ing hand of the Lord 
was upon me, yet 1 walked in the vanity of my mind, and was not obe- 
dient to the Commands ot Chriſt, who ach, I am the Light, learn of me, 
bur I followed ſtill the reachings of meu. hut I did not t at all by them. 

At length I was called forth, (from among them called Baptiſts, hom E 
had followed for a time )ro hear thoſe people whom the world calleth - 
hers,and the firft time I heard them. that of God in me did witneſs, that they 
were the people of God, yet I could not joyn with them; for I was then 
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out of their life z but I wear ro comprehend it in my wiſdom, and fo I loſt 
my own condition again, and then I followed the Baptize again; and af- 
rerwards I heard more of thoſe called Quakers, and then I was really con- 
vinced that they were theMiniſters of Jetus Chriſt,that did walk in the ways 
of God , and in the Commands of Chriſt 3 and that their Minuters was to 
turn peoples minds from darkneſs to Light, and from the power o Satan 
to God, according to that in AZ. 26. Verſe 18. Yet afrerwards I wo g0- 
mg to hear the Baptite again; and as I was in the way ſomthing in me d 
me, I was ſeeking the living among the dead, ſo to it then 1 hearkued 
and returned back, and ſat in ſilence moſt part of that day, with ſome of 
the people of God, who were waiting upon the Lord in a ſilent meeting. 
then I was under ſome judgment tor ſome time afrer for my former diſobe- 
dienec , and many times wept much in ſecrer , and then my former ac- 
quaintance, ( who lived in rhe vanity of their minds) would be pittying 
ot me. 

And ſomtime afrer T was releaſed out of the Ship that I had ſerved the 
Common-wealth in almoſt three years, then I went to Londen for my pay; 
but then thoſe who formerly would have preferred me ro honour , would 
take little notice of me, becauſe I could nor reſpect perſons. 

Airer all this I came to Lyme where my ourward beiug was then, (and 
is) where found the love of but. few in the Town, becauſe I could not 
reſpeR perſons, (and I went but ſeldom out of the houſe of my abode) un- 
leſs it were ſo times about my accaſions. 

And after this I went to viſit Friends that were impriſoned at Cron. 
aud there was the Captain and others of the Briſt man of War, which I 
had formerly taken, his name was George Cod, who knew me as | was 
paihng along in the priſon , and came in a trage, and bear and kicked me, 
wo that ſome of my blood was ſpilt by it, and he was not reſtrained by the 
keeper until he had had his wil of me, or I was brought to ſtand ſtill,and nor 
in the leaſt to reſiſt; yer there was ſomthing in my will, which vvould chen 
have ſought for revenge; but that vyhich is pure of God in my conicience, 
ſaid vengeance is mine I vvil repay , and to that I vvas obedient. 

Aſtervvards vvhen I vvas at Lyme ar my outvvard hahitarion , one of my 
Friends vrho is called Humphrey Smith, whom I had viſited at the pri- 
fon in Exon, there he vras kept ſome four vvceks by Mayor B/akemore , A- 
ter an order vvas come into his hand from the Protector and his Counſel, for 
the releaſing of him and the reſt ; he being at laſt releaſed, came to viſit 
me upon the thirteenth day of the ryvelfrhMonth,vvho was intended alſo to 
paſs unto Pool & back again, nigh unto the place ofmy natural burth,vvhere 
ſhe doth inhabit that is my Mother according tothe fleſh, whom it hath layn 
upon me ſomtime before to go to viſit, both ſhe that is a Widow and the 
Farherleſs. 

So I having ſuch an opportunity to Travel a Foot with that Friend Hum- 
rey Smith ; on the morrovy vve paſt on nor kuovving or intending any o- 
ther but that he might in his freedom paſs vvich me by my Mothet, & ! mor 
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paſs with him to Pool, and fo back ro my habitation again within ſeven 
or eight dayes, the journey being not much above thirty fix miles, for 
Lime and Corſ is both in the Co inty of Doyſer. 

But when we came to viſit the Widow and Fatherleſs, the Prieſt and 
Rulers made inſurrection againſt us, being moved with envy againſt che 
Lambs of Chriſt as their tore Fathers were 44: 5.17. 

For we coming into that Town called Corf , and ſo preſently into my 
Mothers houle , in the latter part of the day, and we went not that night 
into any other houic, neither did we walk the ſtreets, which if we had 
were tree, but remained in the houſe; and in the evening ſome came to 
ice me, it being the place of my former acquaintance, when I uſed the cu- 
{toms of the people that are vain Jer. 10. 3. 

So that it is like there might be ſome ſix or ſeven more then us, and them 
of the houſe; who being all quiet, my Friend Humphrey Smith was moved 
of che Lord to ſpeak unto them, who heard with patience the words of 
Trauth, and were all very peaceabfe until the Prieſt, and Mayor, and the 
Bay litf as they are called, came in and diſturbed us who were in the fear of 
the Lord, contrary to their.own Law 3 (read the Inſtrument of the Go- 
verument about the 37. Article.) 

For as Humphrey Smith was ſpeaking the word of God with boldneſs, 
the Prieſt came in like a Sorcerer , making fignes with his fingers in a ſcot- 
fing manner, and Richard Jones who is called the Bayliff, ſpake haſtily in 
a rage without the tear of God, unto Humphrey Smith as he was ſpeaking, 
and alſo with his harſh word he pluckt Humphrey Smith with violence, as 
though he thought thereby to fright him, and ſo at laſt forced him to ſiopo 
then the Prieſt examined Smith by what Authority he did theſe things, at- 
tet that manner the Prieſts, Scribes, and Elders came to Chriſt Luke 20.1. 
And the Prieſts were ſtill ſome of the formoſt in perſecuting formerly, as 
they are. alſo nov in England. a 

Novy the Prieſt being deſired by H. S: yer vvould not let him have liberty 
to anſvver the Queſtion , bur vvent on in many vvords from the tirit vvil- 
dom: among vvhich vvords he confeſſed that H. S. had ſpoken the very 
words of the Holy Ghoſt , aud being ſpoke to again to give liberty to an- 
ſvver the Queſtion, he ſaid he would ſpeak but one vvord more; and vyhen 
he itill continued in many vain vvords, I then charged him to be a Lyer 
in ſpeaking ſo many vvords, when he ſaid he -vvould ſpeak bur owe 
vvcrd more, then the Pricſt Nicholas Gibbens vvho is called Doctor Gi3bens 
ſaid, one might ſpeak that which is not true, and yet not be a Lyer; mark 
that. ſo vvith his many vain vvords and light carriage. he cauſed the people to 
laugh and began to be uncivil, beiug himſelf in che ſame nature of che talle 
Prophers of old, vvho cauſed the people ro Erre by their lyes, and by their 
lightneſs Jer.23.32. fo after there had been ſome ſtir in words among the 
people , by reaſon of this Pricſt Gib5ens vvho vvith the Mayor and the Bay- 
1 f,vvho did all three at laſt depart as they might vvith ſhame;then vvere the 
many people that vyere then come in very quiet again, & attended to vyhar 
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was then ſpoke to them by M S. and many confeſſed to the Tri th, met 
departed all peaceably. | 

On the morrow — = Warrant wich onet hand to it, 44 
they ſaid , that is called Juſtice Due j; but there was neither of our names 
in it, but the ——— man. — — —— 
aſter many words t 1 — id, thoug 
our names were not in it ,, yet be would us away , and he would an- 
ſwer it; fo with violent hands he pulled and rhrutt H. S. ove of my Mo- 
thers houic,and brought us to an Ale heute, and fer a Watch to keep us 
and thence he took us away to bring us before one called Juſtice Clear! : 
ſo Richard Tones charged men with Horſe to guard us along unto that Re- 
ger Clavil, ho is iet to do Juſtice, and the Prieſt Xicolgs Gibbens came 
alſo; and when we were come before him called Juſtice , then the Prieit 
Gitbens and alio Prieſt Pufild were there to lay ſhares for us. 

But we acquaiuted him that is ſet to do Juſtice, how 1 came and my 
Friend with me to viſit my Mother a Widow and the Fatherleſs, and it 
we had tranigreſled any Law , we were. ready. to fuffer : Bur this Prieſt 
Nicolas Gibbens , who with the Majorand this Ri bard Tones had diſturbed 
us, that were peaceable beiore they came, and after, and alſd thut there 
were them that were drunk, that came in with or afrer them, Aichar d 
Tones, being a Beer brewer and keeps an Ale houſe , and that the ſaid Ri- 
chard Tones was accuſed to his face for ſwearing that time he came in 
upon us. 

Then Roger Clavil that ſhould have done Juſtice upon theſe Offenders, 
aſked u we would rake our Oaths that K char d Ines did ſwear; and when 
he underſtood that we durſt not go out of the Doctrine of Chriſt ro ſwear. 
then he fetched that called the Oath of abiuration to enſnare us by, but we 
told him if it were his will to fend us to ptiſon, he might do it without 
laying that inare for us, and we ſaid alſo he might ofter that to the Papiſts 
o. the County. Now Roger Clavil rock occaſion againſt me, becauſe I had 
told Prieſt Gibbens that he was a lyer, when he did lye, and Roger Cla- 
vii ſaid that though one did tell a lye, he muſt not be called a lyer. 

So he made a Mut mus, which was atrerwards interlined with falſe ac 
eularions, and ſent me to priſon ,, ana allo my Friend Humphrey Smith; 
and being brought and watched in a room in an Ale houſe that night and 
people kept irom us: in the moruing before the Sun was up, Richard Tones 
came to hale us out of the Bed ; alio as we were paſl-ng peaceable and fi- 
lent along towards the Priſon , Richaid Tones Rid at H. S. and ſtopt him, 
and being very wroth he alighted, and pulled, and haled him in the dirt; 
bur H. S. ſpake nor a word to him at that time, nor ſome time beforez and 
when he had done hat he would to us we riſe up, and paſſed on to- 
wards the priſon. 

And when we were come to Derchefter, Richard Tones ſtayed at an Inn, 
and let us ſtay with him, and the reſt he had to guard us, and there the ſaid 
the Juſtice Reger Clavil cammapded him to ſearch vs, and afo ro rake 
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our moneys from us ; mark dur; ſoafrerwards he brought us to the priſon 
where we yet tema ; 

Now let all people honeſtly confider with that of God in their conſci- 
enocs, ifthis be rulun g ſor God; for I went bet from my habitation, Wife, 
and Children, to the place of my narivicy, — in one Cuunty , 
to vit am Mother and Brethren according ro the „und truely I had 
no other end but rhe good boch of their bodyes and ſouls; and 1 did not 
in the beaſt eicher break any Law , or do or ſpeak any thing that I know of 
which might be called an offence to any Creature: Only thar I proved the 
Priett a yer, and I am not only ſent to priſon my (eff ,, but alſo my Friend 
that came in love wich me; and the Drunkards, and Lyers, and the Swca- 
ters went free. A. M. 

Theſe un uſt Impriſonments are ated in the Protellos name, contrary to 
his Inſtrumemt of Government. 


Dor fer , from the Priſon in 

Dorcheſt:y , the 25. day of By him that now rejoyceth in ſufferin 

the rwelfth Month 1658. with the reft of the Lambs of Chri 
whois now the Teacher of him that is 
known to many of you by the name of 


ANTHONY MELLEDGE. 
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A dreadful Cry ag un the Oppreſſors. | 


7—— — — ralers of the Na- 
tiom, lor I am even weary with holding in the word of the Lord; 

it is like firom my bones, and my Bowels wichia mc arc pained. 
O vo me, becauſe of you and the evil of your doings , and che wicked- 
nefs.of your wayes and the continual 1 pm you pro- 
vate the Lord God of Hoſts; ſurely I will write chat I may be caſed and 
declace that I may be wnburdened ; for my burthen is too heavy for me to 
bear, and the hand of the Lord is upon me, and to you © ye men am! 
moved to Ne, and to declare in che Name of the Lord againit your un- 
righreous wayes, and che evil of your doiags, whoare lifced up on high, 
and have ſorgot the day of your diſtreſs, and broken Covenant with the 
Lard your maker, and now him to Jealouſy day by day, aud are 
hardened in your wi 5, and give not eur tothe word of reprooi, 
nor yet regard the waruings of the Almighty the multitude of your ſius 
are u awd che weight &f your miguity is great; who can de- 
clare your Abominations , or diſcover the muhitude of your Treacheries 
againtrhe Led and whe ward of his power! O who have had warning like 
uuto yo, and how often have yuu been reproved , and yet you are ſtill 
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double minded, and ſeeking your own glory, and cxrolling your (clves; 
will you not at all regard until the judgements of the Lord come upon 
you, who are ſound in the way of fingers, and in the paths of unrigh- 
rcoulreſs; are you. not found in the way of them whom the Lord cut off 
before you? were they wicked aud arc you not worſe? had they the war- 
ning t hat you have had, or did they ſee the deliverances of the Lord as you 
have done? or did they promiſe both rv God and man as you have done, 
to ſerve the Lord, and iree the Land of oppreſſion; and is not the eſ- 
ſiou and cruelty greater now then before ? have not even hundreds ſu 
Impriſonment, and loſſe of goods ( if nut ſome death it felf ) who have 
nct broke any known Law ? aud harh not the Cry of the oppreſſed been 
great theſe-rwo years £ and did not the Lord cut oft the Oppreſlors be- 
tore ycu? and did they. Impriton fo many fur conſcience lake as you have 
done? and will not the Lord reward you at laſt according to your deeds, 
and hear the Cry of the oppreſled which have even groned under your op- 
preil.on theſe two years, herein you have turned your backs upon the 
Lord, and ſet your faces agaiuſt his ſervants , and turned your ſword alſo 
backward againſt rhe Lambs of Jeſus Chriſt? and your Law have you 
turned into a lye, and made it a ſnare for the innocent, your courts that 
ſhculd do Juſtice are corrupt, your judges are light and vain , and your 
Officers are men of fin , and your Councels are not of the Lord, the great 
power of the Devil is by you upheld, and the whole Hoſt of Antichriſts are 
by you ſupported, the word ofthe Lord God is become a ginne and a ſnare 
unte you, that yon may go backward and fall, and now behold, the An- 
cicut of dayes will fit upon you, who are of the wicked, among whom 
the grate is found, and in whom the ſeed lyes ſlain, and the ſtone at 
whish you ſtumble will even grind you to poder, and once more will the 
Lord oi Hoſts overturn, and bring down the high and mighty, and lay 
bow the loſtineſs of the terrible who are but as ſmoak in his ſight. 

Therefore hear ye this, O ye Heads and rulers of England, and ifrhere 
be any yer among you who will now humble themſelves, before the Lord 
God of hoſts, and let righteous judgements run down as water, and righ- 
teouſneſs with ir as a mi ſtream, and break the yoak of rhe Oppreſ- 
Acrs, and let the go free; let ſuch hear while it is called to day, 
and ſeele the word of power that breaks the hard heart, and ſo return to 
follow the Lord God of Iſrael , who hath the hearts of Kings and Rulers in 
his own hand, and he reſpe&s not the perſons of the mi but whoſo 
loverh mercy, and worketh righteouſneſs is excepred of him. 


Written by the band of bim that hath learned to pray for bis Enemies, and 
deſires the good of all your ſouls, being a Friend to the peare of the peo- 
ple, and all that rule for God who bath made me willing to ſuffer for bis 
Names ſake in outward bonds , by the dark world ume whom I am 
known by the name f en 204 | 

0 | '- HUMPHREY SMITH. 
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